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In order to better 
understand sorcery, it 
is important to know 
how sorcery differs 
from the magery 

which is more 

common today. 


Many wizards 

nowadays would say 
that sorcery is a more 
primitive form of 
magic when compared 

to magery. In this 
they would be correct 
- sorcery is a more 
raw, natural form of 
magic. But the 
wizards would be 
tragically mistaken if 
they think this to 
mean that sorcery is 
somehow weaker or 

less potent than other 
forms of magic. In 
this volume I will 
compare and contrast 
sorcery and magery in 
hopes that it will give 
a clearer 
understanding of the 
nature of sorcery. 


The Source of Power 


While magery takes a 
great deal of time and 
study to master, the 
principle of how it 
works is very basic. 
The mage simply 
combines certain 
ingredients - called 
reagents - and speaks 
certain words of 
power. These 

actions along with 

a certain amount 

of concentration, 
create the effect of 
the spell. The type of 
reagents required and 
words spoken vary 

from spell to spell, but 
the principle is the 
same whether used 

by a novice or master 
mage. 


Sorcery, however, 
works by 
manipulating the 
energy found in the 
world around us. A 
sorcerer can draw 
power from anything 

- an object, an 
animal, other people, 
even from within 
himself. An 
experienced sorcerer 
can then manipulate 
this energy into a 
multitude of effects 
such as making 

images appear in the 
air or moving an object 
across a room. 


The Magic Wielder 


Nearly anyone can 
become a mage. To 
learn magery, one 
must have a supply of 
reagents, time to 
practice, and patience. 
Given those three 
things, anyone could 
eventually cast even 
the most impressive 
spells. 


Conversely, sorcerers 
are born with the 
ability to perform 
thier magic. The 
ability is usually 
inherited - often 
passed down to 
children from the 
father. A child with 
the ability often will 
not know they have 
this talent until they 
are grown. When the 
ability starts to make 
itself known, it is 
important for the 
sorcerer to learn to 
control the power. 
Sorcery will make 
itself known whether 
the wielder can control 
it or not. 


The Costs of Casting 


When casting spells, 
the caster incurs 
certain costs. 
Whether the mage is 
successful in casting 
a spell or not, the 
attempt will consume 
the reagents put 
towards the spell. 


Additionally, when a 
spell is successfully 
cast, the mage 
suffers a type of 
mental drain. After a 
casting a certain 
amount of spells, the 
mage must rest and 
meditate before he or 
shae can cast more 
spells. 


Sorcery incurs no 

such mental drain, 
however, prolonged 
manipulation of 
energies will leave the 
sorcerer physically 
drained. Generally, 
using sorcery does not 
use up resources - 

the energy used in 
sorcery is not used 

up, rather it has been 
redirected. Sorcery 
does, however, incur a 
cost to the sorcerer 
that mages rarely, if 
ever, have to face. In 
magery, the cost of 
failing to cast a spell 
does not directly harm 
the mage or others. In 
sorcery, however, 
failure can cause 

great destruction of 
property, and even 

loss of life. Failing 
even the simplest of 
tasks in sorcery can 
leave the wielder 
covered in burns. 


Social Implications 


Because nearly anyone 
can learn magery to 
some degree, it has 


become rather 
common-place in 
today's society. 

More often than not, 
magery is used in 
traveling the land or 
healing the sick. In 
fact, nowadays it is 
surprizing to come 
across someone 

who does not know at 
least a few common 
spells. 


Sorcery, on the other 
hand, is much less 
acceptible in today's 
society. Sorcerers 
tend to keep their 
talent a secret, afraid 
to let others know of 
their abilities. This 
mostly stems from a 
time when sorcery 

was more common and 
the sorcerers abused 
thier powers. People 
came to fear the 
sorcerers and raids 
were made upon then, 
wiping out most of the 
known tribes 
throughout the land. 
For a time, sorcery 
was even outlawed and 
sorcerers were 

hunted by authorities. 
Though the 

widespread fear of 
sorcery has 
diminished, those 

with the talent fear a 
resurgence of this 
sentiment. To protect 
themselves, they 

avoid using thier 
talent around others 
and often avoid talking 
of it. 


While there are more 
ways in which 

sorcery differs from 
magery, these topics 
that I have covered are 
the main differences. 
There is much more to 
sorcery than what I 
have outlined in this 
volume. Future tomes 
will go into more detail 
of sorcerery, it's 
history, and those 

who use it. 


